
G8 WET Day 3 Recap 
 
5/18/2017  Kitakyushu, Japan 
 
After another sumptuous breakfast buffet we got a leisurely start to our day, departing on our bus at 
9:30 a.m. on our way to our first stop, the Tagawa Coal Museum, about an hour south of here.  The 
museum is located on the site of a former operating coal mine in the middle of a major coal-mining 
region from Japan’s past.  (We learned that Japan no longer mines any of its own coal but now imports 
it all for various uses such as generating electricity, making steel, and industrial chemical processes). 
During the approximately 100 year history of coal mining in this area it produced about half of all 
Japan’s coal. 

 
Students at the Tagawa Coal Museum examining a model of the mine when it was in operation. 

 
Sadly, many Koreans worked and died in these mines.  Their descendants in the area raised money to 
build a memorial to them and we visited that as well. 



 
 



Our next stop was for lunch, which consisted of delicious bento boxes. 

 
(Didn’t we just have a huge breakfast? I know I did!) 

 
After lunch we returned to the area near our hotel from last night (and also tonight) which is right on the 
straits separating our Island (Kyushu) from the main island (Honshu) of Japan. 
 




